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Virus 
bill may 
include 
sick pay 


Pelosi, Trump 
aides working 
on legislation 


By Dustin Gardiner 


WASHINGTON — A week 
ago, the idea that Congress 
would guarantee paid sick 
leave to all American workers 
seemed little more than a 
progressive dream. 

Now, the push to make paid 
sick leave mandatory has 
become a focal point of the 
coronavirus pandemic re- 
sponse on Capitol Hill, as 
even President Trump en- 
dorses the notion that all 
workers must be able to stay 
home when they’re sick to 
stop coronavirus from spread- 
ing. 
The U.S. has no federal law 
requiring a minimum amount 
of paid leave, and about 32 
million workers who have no 
sick days must choose be- 
tween collecting a paycheck or 
staying home when they’re ill. 
California law requires 

Sick continues on A8 


Scramble 
to handle 
shutdown 
of events 


By Aidin Vaziri 


Many Bay Area arts and 
sports fans are wondering 
what comes next as dozens of 
live performances and games 
are being canceled or resched- 
uled as health officials try to 
slow the spread of the corona- 
virus. 

Following a directive by 
health departments from San 
Francisco, Santa Clara, Ala- 
meda and Contra Costa coun- 
ties banning public gatherings 
of more than 1,000 people for 
at least two weeks, venues 
from the 19,000-capacity 
Chase Center down to the 
2,800-seat Fox Theater in 
Oakland are going dark. 

BroadwaySF canceled its 
productions of “Hamilton” 
and “The Last Ship,” staged at 

Tickets continues on A9 


More coverage 


>> World: WHO declares that 
coronavirus now a pandemic. A2 


» Ann Killion: We need to hear 
from sports leagues’ leaders. BI 


>» TSA workers sick: Three San 
Jose airport officers have virus. C1 


>» Schools: Colleges across Bay 
Area send students packing, urge 
them to take online courses. C1 


>» Stocks plunge: Dow Jones 
falls 6% into bear market. DI 


Podcast: Are total shut- 

downs the answer? Or do 

they do more harm than 
good? sfchronicle.com/fifth 


Tracker: Every coronavirus 
case in the U.S. mapped. 
sfchronicle.com/coronavirus 


Breed order: 
City bans all large 
public gatherings 


By Dominic Fracassa 


San Francisco Mayor Lon- 
don Breed and city health 
officials on Wednesday or- 
dered the cancellation of all 
large gatherings in the city in 
response to the growing 
threat of the coronavirus — on 
a day that saw sweeping 
changes across the country 
including a ban on travel from 
Europe and the suspension of 
the NBA season. 

The city’s move was aimed 
in part at suspending basket- 
ball games and other events at 
Chase Center and preceded 
the NBA’s dramatic decision 
to halt all games until further 


NBA suspends season: 
League move follows 
player’s positive test 


S.F., nation mobilize 
to confront pandemic 


The Warriors would have played to a Chase Center without 
fans, but the NBA season suspension cancels games for now. 


Carlos Avila Gonzalez / The Chronicle 


Trump address: 
President halts 
travel from Europe 


notice amid the outbreak. 

San Francisco’s new move 
to curb the virus came as the 
World Health Organization 
deemed the coronavirus a 
pandemic on Wednesday and 
Italy tightened its lockdown, 
ordering nearly all businesses 
to close. 

In the wake of those devel- 
opments, President Trump 
addressed the nation Wednes- 
day evening to announce that 
travel from Europe to the U.S. 
will be suspended for 30 days, 
starting Friday. The move, 
however, does not affect 
American citizens and perma- 
nent residents, the White 

Coronavirus continues on A8 
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Medical staff in a drive-through tent test a person for the coronavirus at the Kaiser Permanente S.F. Medical Center. 


More test facilities get rolling 


Doctor-approved 
Kaiser patients 
‘drive through’ 


By Sarah Ravani 
and Erin Allday 


Kaiser Permanente began 
“drive-through” testing for 
coronavirus in San Francisco 
on Wednesday, and public 
and private health care pro- 
viders across the Bay Area 
also ramped up screening 
efforts, but no one knows how 
widespread the virus is, pub- 
lic health and infectious dis- 
ease experts said. 

It’s impossible to say how 
many tests are done daily in 
the Bay Area, because coun- 
ties and private providers 
aren’t making that informa- 
tion public, in part because of 
patient privacy concerns. 


U.S. coronavirus 
testing increases 


the number of specimens. 
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Testing increased dramat- 
ically over the past week as 
federal authorities shipped 
more kits to public health 
laboratories, and as health 


Coronavirus testing has climbed 
dramatically over the past week as the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention sent supplies to state and 
county public health labs. The CDC 
tracks the number of specimens tested, 
but not the number of people. The 
number of people tested is lower than 


B CDC labs 


E U.S. public health labs 


Reporting public health 
laboratories are 46 state 
public health labs, including 
New York City, Air Force and 
5 California counties. 
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care providers like UCSF and 

Stanford started testing on 

their own. Kaiser is sending 

tests to outside laboratories. 
San Francisco’s Public 
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Health Department can do 
several dozen tests per day, 
said Dr. Susan Philip, director 
of disease prevention and 
Testing continues on A9 


Sanders is staying in as Biden builds lead 


By Joe Garofoli 


Most candidates coming off 
two weeks of being on the los- 
ing end of more than a dozen 
primaries would start looking 
for a graceful exit. 

But Bernie Sanders isn’t 
most candidates, his top sup- 


CAMPAIGN 2020 


porters insist. Sanders isn’t 
getting out of the race after 
being pummeled Tuesday in 
Michigan, a state he won four 
years ago, where he was sup- 
posed to show his power with 
working-class Midwestern 


voters. He won North Dakota, 
but lost three others to former 
Vice President Joe Biden on 
Tuesday — Missouri, Mis- 
sissippi and Idaho — and the 
race is too close to call in Wash- 
ington, another state Sanders 
won big in 2016. 

Sanders isn’t Pete Buttigieg 


or Amy Klobuchar, who en- 
dorsed Biden after suspending 
their campaigns just as 
California and 13 other states 
were about to vote on Super 
Tuesday. And most important, 
his focus isn’t about one cam- 
paign. Sanders is focused, he 
Sanders continues on A7 
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